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Presidents Message
Jane Maddin
The passage of time is an odd thing. I thought that March was never going to end. And as I write this
President's Message it is after the middle of November. I usually write these messages at the end of one
month, and they appear in the newsletter early the following month. So, in past years, the President's Message
for November would have been written in very late October (usually the day they were due to the Newsletter
Editor, if the truth were to be told!) This month has gotten way ahead of me.
I have read and compiled the answers to Questionnaire that I sent out. The people who responded are mostly
busy. We are all missing Show and Share! Do you have photos of the things you have finished and the things
that you are working on? If you email them to me at mayfloweragm@gmail.com with Show and Share in the
subject of the email, I will post them on the Web page and send the link out to everyone by email so that we
can ooh and aaah! You will probably only be able to attach a couple of photos to each email. And if you would
like to say something about your work, I will put that with the photo. I would also be happy to put them on the
Facebook page. If you are on Facebook and would like to be added to the page, send me a friend request (I
am the only Jane Maddin who spells her last name with an 'i' on there.) and then let me know that you want to
be added, and we'll get 'er done!
We will be letting you know when we are ready to go back to our regular meetings. I miss all of you!
Be safe.
Yours in Quilting
Jane Maddin

Vice Presidents Message
Kathy Porter-Cunningham
Here are some links to free patterns and tutorials I would like to share with you which I've come across since
last month.
During the month of October, Moda Fabrics was publishing a free quilt block every day in support of Breast
Cancer called Stitch Pink. They made their quilt in shades of pink but you could use any colours. You can find
all 30 blocks and information on how to make this quilt here:
https://my.modafabrics.com/inspiration-resources/stitch-pink-archive
Bonnie Hunter does a mystery quilt every year with the fabric colours being released on Halloween and the
clues starting on American Thanksgiving. You can find the information on this year's mystery quilt Grassy
Creek here: https://quiltville.blogspot.com/p/grassy-creek-mystery.html

Angela Walters has been doing tutorials on ruler quilting on both long arm and domestic sewing machines.
These YouTube tutorials and follow up chats can be found here: https://quiltingismytherapy.com/videos/
I found this new to me way of binding a quilt using 1 3/4" fabric but still achieving double fold binding. I've used
it a couple of times on smaller items where I wanted less bulky binding and also when I didn't have enough
fabric to make traditional 2.5" binding. The YouTube tutorial is by Edyta Sitar of Laundry Basket Quilts:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jWauykQzr7w
If you would like some ideas for Christmas sewing or small items for presents, here are a few things I found:
Pat Sloan has a free pattern for a Charming Christmas Tree Quilt. The instructions are to make it out of either
a charm pack or a mini-charm pack, but you could use any size square you desired:
https://www.ilovetomakequilts.com/charming-trees.html
Lori Holt of Bee in my Bonnet also has a free sew your stash video tutorial for a Tall Pines block:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nI103JFiEEI
And still with the tree theme. I found this free pattern and video tutorial from Jordan Fabrics for Christmas tree
napkins.
Pattern: https://ca-jordanfabrics.glopalstore.com/pages/christmas-tree-napkins
Video Tutorial: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dUQaPg1oAnA
Lastly, here is a simple tutorial from Fat Quarter Shop for a travel tissue pouch with a mesh pocket for hand
sanitizer which would make great stocking stuffers:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oebnW6V31Xk&list=UU545XVmRhNmi3UBJ7RYid9g&index=2
Until we meet again, may your bobbin always be full!

Quilt Musing
Jane Maddin
I recently bought myself a new sewing machine. I had a mid arm on a frame that belonged to my friend, but
she stored it here in my house and I did all her quilting for her. It was great! I named her Big Martha. I'm not
sure why, but the name suited her. She was an absolute work horse and would work for hours at a time, never
balking or overheating. Her bobbin was a bit tricky to change, and free motion quilting makes for a lot of fluff,
so I was forever dusting out her bobbin casing. If she needed to be serviced, the hubs and I would hoist her off
of the frame – and she weighed a ton (or so I thought!), and we would take her bottom off and try with all our
might to get her to give up the gob of fluff that would gather under her bobbin plate. That little bit of fluff would
accumulate and accumulate until it was a solid piece of felt. (Felted cotton, who knew!?) The piece of felt would
eventually become so large that it would shift things inside Big Martha until the thread would break repeatedly.
And the paint brush that I used to defluff her would not dislodge it. We discovered, by trial and error, that if you
laid her on her side with her bottom off, and turned the hand crank, all the while muttering curse words quietly
under your breath, eventually the felt would FALL out. Anyway, except for that little failing Big Martha was
wonderful. I loved her. In September, I gave her back to her real Mummy. (Just for the record, Big Martha never
once said, “You're not my REAL mother!” to me!!)
My new sewing machine was nameless from August when I got her, until last week, when I finally got my
100,001 Baby Names book out of the bookcase.
Do you name your sewing machines? Your cars? Your refrigerators? (Okay, I will confess, I have only named
the last three vehicles we have had, and two of them were pickup trucks. Now I have a Jeep named Gracie.
She has a button to open and close her lift gate. It has a pictograph on it so that you will know what that button
does. To me it looks like Dan George before he became Chief Dan George. So the Jeep is Gracie and her lift
gate is George. (George and Gracie, get it?)) I have never named a refrigerator! What do you think I am,

crazy?
Anyway. I would have named the sewing machine Gracie, except that name is already taken. I decided that I
would see if I could find a name for the machine that began with the letter Q. If nothing presented itself, I would
try for something else. But a machine that Quilts might just as well have a name that begins with Q. This
machine is bigger than Big Martha was. But I didn't want her to feel like I was 'sizest' (I may have just made
that word up...) so instead of calling her Bigger, or Humungous or Gargantua (which I will admit, I did consider!)
I went with Great. And then rather than Great Whatever, I thought it would be even nicer if she was Whatever,
the Great.
There are not very many entries for a girl's name that begin with the letter Q. I was surprised at how many of
them are named for numbers. There are several names beginning with Q for the fourth, or fifth girl. And lots of
alternative spellings. (Lots and lots!) Anyway, I went down the list, and the name Quinby was the one I liked.
Quinby is a Scandinavian name meaning, from the Queen's Estate.
I don't know whether you know it, but I aspire to be the Queen of Wild Quilting. (I only realized that after I found
Quinby the Great's name in the book, I'd like you to know.) So I would like you let you know how I would like to
be addressed. You may call me.... Jane. Oh, and no curtsying. (Hopefully, you will all have forgotten this by the
time we are able to meet in person again!)
I hope that you are safe, healthy and happy. Enjoy your sewing machine or your needle and thread, whether
they have names or not!
Yours in Quilting, Jane (The Queen of Wild Quilting!)

Our website is http://mayflowerquiltersguild.ca/
Be sure to follow us on Twitter
@MayflowerQG
Tag us on any tweets you’d like to share with the rest of the guild.
Kathy Porter-Cunningham's blog:
allikatquilts.blogspot.ca
Our newsletter is now being featured on or site as well (edited
version)
Bruce & Susan Taylor's Facebook:
www.facebook.com/tlcquiltstudio

Memories of Christmas Show & Share's Past
(All Images Randomly Selected from our web site)

Quiz Corner
Denise Hunter

I hope you enjoy this bit of trivia fun facts spliced together with a crossword puzzle. The answers will be at the
bottom of the last page of the newsletter.
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1 Mrs. B.W. Riley made history in April 1940
for creating_____ _____ quilt. It required
3094 yards of thread and 1087 hours of
labour. (2 words)
5 Wounded soldiers returning from World War
1 were taught to _____ as a form of therapy
6 Rule of thumb, if your border length is
between 21 & 40 inches, you should cut
your border strips one at a time across the
______ of a single layer of fabric.
8 The term for the loss of dye when a fabric is
wet.
10 Japanese Hand Piecing is based on the
_______ style of sewing.

2 Katie Pasquini-Masopust authored the book
“______ Landscapes”.
3 Bonnie Benn Stratton designed her fabric
collection “The _____ Garden” for Quilt for a
Cure
4 The term “_______ Block” refers to the one
block on your quilt that you know is wrong
7 “Steps to the Alter” is another name for the
popular quilt pattern ______ Blocks
9 “The ______ of the Patchwork Quilt in
America” was written 1935 by Rose
Kretsinger and Carrie Hall

From our homes to yours, we are wishing you the very best this holiday
season!

Keep Healthy, Keep Happy, Keep Quilting

ACROSS:

1 Postage Stamp

5 Quilt

6 Width

8 Bleeding

DOWN:

2 Fractured

3 Healing

4 Humility

7 Tumbling

10 Kimono
9 Romance

