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A Message From Our President
Jane Maddin

Hello fellow quilters!
I hope that you have had a safe and healthy summer. Normally the
September Newsletter is about things starting up, but nothing is normal in
2020. So this newsletter is about letting you know that, even though we are
not starting up yet, we ARE thinking of you, we are wishing we were getting
together and we have some plans for keeping in touch, even when we are
not actually meeting in person yet!
You really have a wonderful executive! We have had a Zoom meeting,
where we all sit at our computers and see and hear each other (a very
Jetson's feeling for me!) during a thunderstorm, (the thunderstorm is not
required for the Zoom meeting!) and we have another executive meeting
planned for September. Plans are being made. When we actually can get
together, we will be ready for that first meeting!
Have you been making Comfort Quilts? (We are looking into whether the
places that take them are taking them yet and we will let you know!) Have
you been completing your UFO challenges, or making other quilts that you
would have brought to Show and Share? Denise H., our Newsletter Editor
and Webmistress, will be putting together a virtual Show and Share on our
Webpage. And Heather L. and I will be sharing them on our Facebook page.
It won't be as nice as seeing them in person, but much nicer than not seeing
them at all! (Especially if you have to send them along to their respective
new homes!)
And if you have not been quilting, gardening, or doing much of anything at
all, we are still thinking of you.
Please be safe, keep healthy and take care of yourself and those around
you. As always, be kind!
Fondly, yours in quilting,

A Message From Our Vice-President
Kathy Porter-Cunningham

I have rounded up some more links for you to check out. Sometimes I think I spend more time online virtually
sewing with others than I do in my own sewing room actually sewing, but I enjoy it and find inspiration from
what I see and I always end up in my own sewing room excited to be making something new to me.
I followed along with Pat Sloan and made the throw size mystery quilt "Jelly Snowflake" from Fat Quarter
Shop. It was quick, easy and cute and I'm contemplating making several more for Christmas presents. There
are four different blocks and each one of them are shown by a different quilter and a tutorial is provided for
each block as well. Here's the link to all the instructions: https://blog.fatquartershop.com/jelly-snowflakemystery-quilt/ NOTE: The fabric requirements are shown near the bottom of the page. I made mine
opposite to what's shown. Instead of a light background fabric and a print fabric for the snowflake, I used a
dark print fabric for the background and a tone and tone white snowflake fabric for the snowflake.
For the third year in a row Moda designers have been putting out a weekly block for a sampler quilt which
this year is called "Block Heads 3" and will have 56 blocks. Patterns are provided in four different sizes, 4",
6", 8" and 12", which makes them extra useful. I have not been making the quilt, but I have been saving each
pdf pattern in case I want to use them in the future. You can find all of the blocks so far
here: https://my.modafabrics.com/inspiration-resources/block-heads-3-archive I am feeling particularly
challenged to do something with block 33 "Walking in Circles" which has curved piecing. One way to make
the block is shown in rainbow colours and where the colours look like they would overlap they have been
made with the appropriate mixed colour. For example, where a yellow and a red ring overlap, that area has
been made in orange. Brigitte Heitland from Zen Chic, the designer of this particular block, has a tutorial on
how to make the block and also shows a pillow made from four blocks in white, grey and black that is very
striking. She also shows a pincushion she made from the smallest block using fusible applique to make the
piecing easier. Here is a link to her tutorial: https://www.brigitteheitland.de/blog/curved-seams-tutorialblock-33
If you are looking for a new block of the week quilt along, "Sewcialites" will be starting on Friday September
25th and going until Friday June 25th. There will be 36 blocks in your choice of 3" 6" or 9". I am likely going
to quilt along. I watched a youtube preview of the blocks and really liked them. The sew along is provided
by Fat Quarter Shop and the link for it is here: https://blog.fatquartershop.com/sewcialites/ There is even
a downloadable/printable colouring page if you want to pre-test your fabric colour choices.
Finally, I'd like to leave you with this cute sewing related little blurb. I heard it read on a youtube video from
The Fabric Patch attributed to Bear Creek Quilting:

I hear some people are starting to feel stressed in lockdown.
Actually, I was just talking about this with my sewing machine
and she seamed to agree,
but when I asked the elastic it just snapped back - I think it was
stretched to its limit.
The scissors were snippy and even the stuffing was down and the
snaps suggested I get a grip.
Thankfully the iron gave it to me straight and reminded me this
will all be smoothed over soon.
I hope you are spending lots of quality time in your happy place,
the sewing room, of course!
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Programs
Ron Cleaveley & Elaine Gray

Hello to all our quilting friends. I hope you are all well and managing to
enjoy some bits of “normal” in this very not normal time.
I am sure most of you remember that we had a UFO challenge in progress
when Covid 19 changed everything. I am also sure some were motivated and
got all their challenge projects done and possibly gifted. If this is the case
we hope you took pictures. If you were like me you may have not quite
finished those projects yet. If this is the case and you are once again feeling
motivated you will be happy to know that …..
At the Executive meeting it was decided, to extend the Challenge until
November (or our first meeting, should it not happen in November.) � � If
�
the item should or has already been been gifted and not available, a picture
of the finished item would be acceptable. We are hoping to host a show and
share either in person or electronically.
Ron and I are both new to this role and have our thinking caps on for
program ideas. If any of you have ideas please share with us.
Thank you
Elaine Gray – elainegray58@gmail.com
Ron Cleaveley- cleaveley@hotmail.com
Denise Hunter – mayflowernewsletter@gmail.com

Membership
Bruce Taylor

The Executive of the Mayflower Quilters Guild has decided to forego the
usual process of renewing annual memberships until such time as we can
safely resume our monthly general meetings. In the interim, current Guild
members will continue to receive the guild newsletter, guild
communications, etc. on an on-going basis. Once we have more certainty as
to when we can resume our general meetings and other Guild activities, the
Executive will consider a pro-rated annual membership renewal fee for the
remaining portion of the 2020/21 year. Any new members joining our Guild
this year will be assessed a pro-rated annual membership fee of $15.00. An
updated membership renewal form will be provided to members once the
Executive has decided on what the pro-rated annual membership renewal
fee will be for 2020/21.
For anyone who does not wish to have their Guild membership renewed at
this time, or who has new or updated information (eg. new phone #, new
address, new e-mail, etc) for their file, or for more information or
clarification regarding the above updated information, please contact Bruce
Taylor (Membership Director) directly at mailto:bwtaylor99@eastlkink.ca or
by cell at 902-292-5036.

Quilting Muse
Jane Maddin

I have recently been presented with the opportunity to finish three things that were started by other people
and left unfinished for many years. And I was amazed at how much joy it brought me! This made me think
about why someone might not finish their quilt.
Sometimes they didn't like how it was looking – and I get that. After you have worked on something for a
long time, particularly if it is on the edge of your comfort zone (or right outside it!) you just get sick of it. It
no longer appeals to you, or you think you have done such a bad job that you can't bear working on it
anymore. (I recommend, in this case, putting it away for a little while, and getting it back out later, in a
week or a month say, to look at. Your skills might have improved OR you might just have been tired of
working on it, and when you look at it with fresh eyes you might be pleasantly surprised at how nice it is!)
I have recently worked on two quilts where the original work was done decades ago, and in one case the
family found a bag of hand made Dresden Plates that they had no idea what to do with. The lady who made
them was the grandmother of an older man, who donated the bag of plates to a friend of mine. She washed
them and hung them on here clothesline, and then found someone who was willing to make a quilt with
them (that was me.) These plates were likely made in the 1960s or 1970s. The quilt looks pretty good (if I do
say so myself.) And the label has the lady's name on it as the piecer. I wonder if she would have been happy
with how it came out. (I like to think she would have.)
Maybe the quilter participated in a Block Exchange. And they didn't get enough blocks for a whole quilt.
What to do with eleven 12 inch blocks? Evidently, the thing to do is to roll them up and put them in a box,
right? The blocks are all 2 colour (red and white) Road to the White House blocks and were made in 2003,
and, except for 1 that had a 4 patch rotated 90 degrees (easy enough to fix) they were perfect. They looked
good on my design wall, and I made 5 more (mine were not as perfect as the original 11) to make it
square... When I was putting the blocks together, I discovered the names of 5 of the makers written on the
seams of the blocks, along with the year. (I wrote my name, place and date on my 5 blocks and when I am
done this, I am going to go downstairs and add a couple of borders!) So 6 blocks are not attributed. I
wonder, again, if the ladies would be pleased to see their work being put together. The centre of the quilt
is very pretty – all the reds and whites are different and I had enough variety in my stash to finish it off. For
whatever reason, I don't seem to have much red, so I will be putting a dark border on the outside to frame
it.
Another reason you might leave a quilt sitting for a long time is that you simply don't have the faintest idea
how to finish it. Or what you want to do to have it finished. I made a hand pieced and hand quilted sampler
in the early nineties. It was nearly finished... and I mean, about an hour's worth of work was required to
finish it off, when I realized I had NO idea how to finish the edges of it when it was all done. The only quilt I
had made before that had prairie points, and I had folded the backing and I had sewn it down. (In fact, I
finished two hand quilted quilts that way and I had never even heard of binding a quilt!) That quilt waited
more than a decade for me to update my skills. I was free motion quilting and had made a machine pieced
sampler before I finished that beautiful little wall hanging... but that is what it was waiting for... more
skills! It hangs in my bedroom now and it makes me smile every time I look at it.
So. Have you ever had the opportunity to finish someone else's quilt for them? I do love finishing a quilt even
if I have worked on it from start to finish myself. But finishing someone's unfinished work has its own joys.
The satisfaction of imagining how pleased they would have been with the final result is high on the list.
Enjoy your quilting time, and I urge you to finish something! Just for the fun of it!
Yours in Quilting! Jane Maddin

Donation Quilt Details
IWK: 24X36
100% Cotton
Square or
Rectangle
Blankets of Love: 65x88
Police: 40x48
Quilts of Valor: 55x72
Bryony House: Please refrain from bringing donations for Bryony house until further notice.
Victoria's Quilts:
Adult ~ 50x70
Youth ~ 40x60
Flannel Backs

