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A Message From Our President
Carole McCarville

Superstore Sew
In Dates:

Oct:            9th & 23rd

Nov:            6th & 20th

Dec:            4th & 18th

Joseph Howe
Superstore, Halifax,

9:00am –2:00pm Cost:
$3.00 per person 

MEETING DATE:

Thursday, Oct 18th  
Dartmouth North

Community Center 
105 Highfield Park Dr.

Dartmouth

Additional parking on
the Pinecrest Drive side

of the community
center 
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Mayflower Quilters Guild

Crisp apples; fresh cool air with still a bit of warmth from the sun 
on those oh so wonderful sunny autumn days; colourful, then 
falling leaves; pumpkin spice everywhere (it is amazing where 
pumpkin spice shows up these days!); and back to my quilting 
studio.....that is what October means to me! 

What does October mean to you? I hope it means spending some 
time on your favorite activity like me...quilting! The guild is now 
going into high gear. The executive has met the week before the 
regular meeting of members to go over plans for the coming 
months. Please feel free to let one of the executive know if you 
have any ideas for programs or questions. We want to make the 
guild a friendly, warm place to gather and share our love for all 
things quilting. 

October 2019

https://www.lumberjocks.com/topics/43773

Programs
Marilyn Montgomery & Colleen Paton

Program for October will consist of the pop up sale, the description 
of a UFO challenge, and a discussion of preparing for retreats so 
bring your idea to share! We'll cover packing lists, tips, you name 
it. 

Bring your cash, Build your stash!

Upcoming Pop Up Sales:

October: Kathy Higgins
November: Patricia Thibeault



50/50 Volunteers:

Thank you Jane Maddin 
for helping with 
September's ticket sales.
Half the take for our 
lucky winner was $83.00.

October: Anne Foster
November: Denise 
Hunter

REMINDERS!

~ Money for 50/50 
Tickets, $1ea, 5 for $3 or
8 for $5.
~ Name tag & library 
books
~ Your water bottle & 
snack 
~ Show & Share/Comfort 
Quilts
~ Food Bank Donations
~ Bravery Bead Bags 
~Pillow cases for Ryan's 
Cases for Smiles.
~ Cash to build your 
stash! Pop up sale!

You can't win a prize if
you don't have a name

tag!

Membership
Bruce Taylor

Updated Renewal/Application Form:

Membership renewals are still poring in for the upcoming season, 
don't forget to bring yours in! If you have a quilting friend bring 
them too!!

Members are reminded that the Renewal/Application Form has been
slightly modified for 2019/20 (as seen in the attached Form 
example).  Of particular note is the modest increase ($5.00) in 
annual membership fees for regular members and Associate Guilds.
Also, a new category for Student Members has been added to the 
Form (please be sure to bring your student ID to show at the time 
of registration).

Members are encouraged to make a copy of the attached Renewal 
Form, fill it out with their relevant information, and submit it along 
with their annual dues to the Membership Director. Extra copies of 
the Renewal Form will be available at our upcoming monthly 
meetings for members unable to make their own copy of the 
attached Form. Life and Honorary Members are also asked to 
complete the Renewal Form and affix their signature if they accept 
the inclusion of their information in the annual membership list."

Items of Interest.

For those who were intrigued with the folded log cabin quilt Edith 
Steffens showed at the September meeting, Kathy Porter-
Cunningham found more information on the technique at the 
following site -  
https://icebearquilts.wordpress.com/2017/02/24/manx-log-cabin-a-
special-technique/  

A winter project, perhaps?

With the ban on single use plastic bags fast becoming a reality who 
couldn't use a good tutorial for making your own reusable bag?!  
Marie Hunter has found a great tutorial on YouTube that even 
comes with links to written instructions.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BPsPoAzVv78 

It is with a heavy heart that we have expressed our condolences to 
the family of our last surviving founding member.  Betty Fougere 
will be greatly missed by all those who knew her.

https://icebearquilts.wordpress.com/2017/02/24/manx-log-cabin-a-special-technique/
https://icebearquilts.wordpress.com/2017/02/24/manx-log-cabin-a-special-technique/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BPsPoAzVv78


Our website is changing!
http://mayflowerquilter

sguild.ca/ 

Be sure to follow us on
Twitter

@MayflowerQG 
Tag us on any tweets

you’d like to share with
the rest of the guild.

Kathy Porter-
Cunningham's blog:

allikatquilts.blogspot.ca 

Our newsletter is now
being featured on or site
as well (edited version) 

Bruce & Susan Taylor's
Facebook:

www.facebook.com/tlcq
uiltstudio 

Barb Alexander of Bali
Fiber Tours:

www.balifibertours.meri
t.ca 

Sew With Vision:
Be sure to check them out at

their website and on
Facebook for up coming

classes.

 
 

I was having a little ponder on the topic of quilting, while, as it 
happens I was quilting a quilt. And I thought that I might have 
some insights that I could share. You know, things that I have 
discovered about quilting (usually from doing them wrong first.) So 
here they are, in no particular order.

I was having a little ponder on the topic of quilting, while, as it 
happens I was quilting a quilt. And I thought that I might have 
some insights that I could share. You know, things that I have 
discovered about quilting (usually from doing them wrong first.) So 
here they are, in no particular order.

Fabric on bolts are ALWAYS folded (longways in half) with the wrong
sides together – so that the right side is out no matter which way 
the bolt is rolled. So if you are having trouble telling whether you 
have the right or wrong side of your fabric showing, if you can find 
the line of that fold, you will be able to tell. And Batiks? Them too. 
But if you can't tell whether they are right side or wrong side out 
when you are piecing the quilt, who the heck is going to be able to 
tell when you have the whole quilt put together!

I get asked about prewashing or not prewashing fabrics. (Well, that 
question gets asked on quilting forums, and I answer as if they 
were asking me!) It is up to you BUT be consistent. If you prewash 
your fabric, make sure ALL the fabric in your quilt is prewashed. 
And if you don't prewash some of it, don't prewash any of it. What 
do I do? I don't prewash any of it. When the quilt is done it can be 
washed then. (On the label I tend to write washing instructions – 
Wash in cold water and hang to dry.)

Quilting Math... ever want to double the size of a block but you can't
figure out how big to cut the pieces? Take the measurements of 
each piece in the pattern and subtract half an inch. Then multiply by
two. And THEN add the half inch back on. (This also works if you 
want to make them three times larger, except multiply by three – 
right?) And it also works if you want to make them smaller. 
Subtract the half inch, divide by 2 (or 3 or 6 or whatever) and then 
add the half inch back on. Measure twice, cut once!

Do you ever go into a hardware store and wonder what you could 
be using for quilting that is on sale there? I have a pair of titanium 
tin snips that I use for rag quilts (denim, cotton or fleece). I have 
had them for more than a decade and they have never been 
sharpened. I find them just a tad too big for my hands, so I have a 
sturdy elastic (from a head of broccoli, if you must know) that I 
wrap around the arms, which take up just enough of the spring that
they work better for me. I also have a mechanic's magnetic dish for 
holding nuts and bolts – it holds straight pins really well, and will 
hold onto my metal quilt frame. I think you have to be careful of 
magnets if you have a computerized machine, but my machines (all 
three of the electric ones) are mechanical – no computer. And my

Quilting Muse
Jane Maddin



SPECIAL THANKS!

To the people who handle
our numerous donations

Cecile Gorman
Clare Stredulinski

Cheryl Borden
Helen Kirk

Judy McKay
Lorna D'Orsay

Patricia Thibault

Donation Quilt Details

IWK: 24X36
100% Cotton
Square or 
Rectangle

Blankets of Love: 65x88

Police: 40x48

Quilts of Valor: 55x72

Bryony House: various 
sizes accepted.

Victoria's Quilts:
Adult ~ 50x70
Youth ~ 40x60
Flannel Backs

manual one has a handle on the wheel to crank it. It was made in 
1914 – 105 years ago... the computer in it is broken anyway! I also 
have a carpenter's cuff – which is magnetic, and holds straight pins 
quite handily. I wear it on my left wrist, so I can get at it with my 
right hand.

If, speaking of pins, you get blood on your quilt, saliva has an 
enzyme that will take that out. (Gross, but effective!) Try not to let 
it dry. If the alternative is not getting the stitches that you might 
need to staunch the flow, maybe have your friends clean your quilt, 
while you head to the hospital.

Binding can be difficult to manage. A piece of ribbon, threaded 
through an empty toilet paper tube and hung around your neck with 
your binding rolled up on it, might help. Or a reuseable bag hung on
the arm of your chair, with the binding inside it, might help. I press 
the binding and let it fall down into the bag as I go, and that keeps 
it from tangling up as I draw it out and sew it on. Hope these ideas 
help!

Keep On Quilting!

Workshops
 *your name here*

Are you looking for a way to get more involved in the guild?? We 
could use a person just like you, yes YOU, to volunteer your time to
be our workshop coordinator.

There is so much you can do in this position!
• Meet new people in a smaller setting
• Plan workshops that appeal to you and your fellow members.
• Form relationships with the many talented instructors in our 

area and abroad. 
• Collaborate with other members of the executive to help 

shape our guild's future 
• Take a co-organizer under your wing.  Help them help you.  

Bouncing ideas is always more fun when there's someone to 
bounce them back! 

Donations 

Over the years our members have shown time and time again how 
truly generous and giving they are.  The donations received from 
our members include but are not limited to time, sewing & manning 
sales, money for supplies or the food bank, food donation, fabric 
for comfort quilts, comfort quilts, bravery bead bags and so much 
more!

Most recently we began collecting pillow cases for Ryan's Cases For 
Smiles.  At our first meeting of the season we donated 116 pillow 
cases!!  And we will continue to collect any you wish to donate at 
the next meeting.



COMFORT QUILTS
Name Organization

Barb Bourne Bryony House
Ruth Messer Bryony House
Marilyn Oliver Police ~ 2
Janet McNamara 2
Nancy Cornwall Bryony House
Margaret Biggs-Melanson IWK
Marie Hunter Bryony House
Marie Hunter NS Hospital
Kathy Higgins IWK
Barb Bennett Bryony House
Colleen Paton Bryony House
Patricia Thibault Bryony House

  SHOW AND SHARE QUILTS                
Name Qty

Ruth Messer Baby Quilt
Jane Maddin & Bernadine Amey Cancer Quilt

Judy McKay

Marilyn Oliver 1 Block Wonder

Nancy Cornwall

Mary Vienneau One Fabric Wonder
Kathy Porter-Cunningham heirloom quilt.

Helen Kirk

Sara Jane assorted
Claudia Spence Quilt
Edith Steffens Quilt top

Marie Hunter

Bernadine Amey Boho Star

Hosta Unfurling
Leaf, paper pieced

Twisted Pin Wheels wall 
hangings

Baby Quilt 

Runner
Wall Hanging

2 Quilts
2 Bags

Recipients Suggested size Sep Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Total
Bryony House Various Sizes 10 10
IWK – Preemie 24x24” to 36x36” 2 2

Victoria’s Quilts 0

Blankets of Love Single Bed – 65x88” 0
Police Dept. Youth – 40x48 2 2

Quilts of Valour Approx. 55x72” 0
NS Hospital 1 1

Grand Total of Comfort Quilts Donated For 2018-2019 15

Must be backed with 
flannel



Attendance: There were 52 members and 2 guests signed in and at least four new members. 

Carole McCarville, President, called the meeting to order. 

The April 2019 Minutes, as circulated in the newsletter, were approved by Davida Mackay and 
seconded by Judy McKay, with a few minor errors corrected. Under ‘Comfort Quilts’ it should be 
Janet McNamara (not McNairn) and also Nancy Cornwall (not Conrwall). In the minutes, under 
‘Library’ it should be Karen Maley (not Henry). And in the Mayflower Executive list, it should be 
Denise Olson (not Olsen) as our Librarian. {Am I fired yet? - mbm} 

Some members will be late receiving their newsletters by mail. This can be contributed to the 
aftermath of Hurricane Dorian and power outages, etc. 

The Executive was introduced to the membership: Carole McCarville, President; Jane 
Maddin,Vice-President; Helen Kirk, Past President; Judy McKay, Treasurer; Margaret Biggs-
Melanson,Secretary; Bruce Taylor, Membership; Colleen Paton & Marilyn Montgomery, Program; 
Denise Olson & Suzanne Claveau, Library; Denise Hunter, Newsletter &Website; Susan 
Taylor,Correspondence; and Lorna D’Orsay, Communications. 

We need a volunteer or two to coordinate Workshops. Please see Carole if you are interested. 

Committee Reports -In future months, the plan is to have all committee reports included in the 
newsletter which will be sent to members prior to the meeting. We will no longer present reports
at the meeting in an attempt to reduce the time spent on business and increase the time spent 
on program. 

Treasurer’s Report- Judy McKay Treasurer’s Reports will be sent out with the newsletter. If you 
should have any questions, you are welcome to contact Judy or ask her at the meeting. Judy 
McKay moved for the adoption of the report as sent via email, and Katherine Gagne seconded 
the motion. All in favour. Motion passed. The books were audited by Davida Mackay and all is in 
order. 

Attempts are being made to set up e-transfers. We will be able to e-transfer money in but will 
not be able to e-transfer money out. Two signatures are needed for withdrawals. The 
membership fee has been raised to $30 to provide more money for various programs and 
workshops. It also puts us in par with fees charged at other guilds. 

Davida Mackay asked why this year's budget was a "deficit" budget. Judy explained that in some
cases monies would be spent this year that were collected as income in the last fiscal year. 
Examples of this would include: Library- money from the book sales was not spent but will be 
this year; June Dinner- money was deposited as payment in April but the bill was paid in June. 
The Guild has the money in the bank to off-set this deficit budget. Davida voiced her concern 
regarding running a ‘deficit budget.' 

Program- Marilyn Montgomery and Colleen Paton They are exploring many ideas for the 
upcoming months, so stay tuned! They would like to showcase your talents by sharing your quilt
collections, telling your stories, sharing your expertise. They welcome your ideas for future 
programs. Tonight Edith Steffens showed us a few old quilts in her collection, some dating back 

Meeting Minutes:
April 18, 2019



to around the 1880's and as early as the 1960's. The older quilts seem to favour using only two 
colours and three of those she showed were white and pink. There was also the Bag Challenge 
with the Viewers’ Choice decided over the break but you will have to wait to see who is the 
winner! 

Membership - Bruce Taylor He thanked Lorna D’Orsay for her assistance while collecting the 
membership dues. You will note some changes on the renewal form - membership is now $30 
and there is a Student’s rate of$15.00 (student card required). Those who have paid will receive 
their membership cards at the next meeting. Welcome kits for new members will also be 
available. 

Library- Denise Olson Culling of books dated older than 2000 will be ongoing. They will perhaps 
be bundled to be sold or available for draws. The library inventory has been computerized. Sign 
up to do a Book Review of a book you have in your stash. If there is interest, then perhaps it can
be purchased for the library. For every book that is purchased, another will be removed from the
library inventory. 

Superstore Sew-in - Karen Maley They are scheduled twice a month at the Joseph Howe 
Superstore. The time has changed to 9a.m. to 1 p.m. and the cost has increased but is 
manageable. The dates are September 25, October9 and 23, November 6 and 20 and December 
4 and 18. 

Guild Banner Considerations are being discussed to replace our current guild banner, either with 
another quilted banner or with a commercially produced banner, which could be expensive. Most
of the expense would be with the design. Carole has offered to research the latter and get back 
to the membership with the details. 

Ryan’s Case for Smiles Pillowcases Lorna has collected 76 pillowcases this evening from the 
membership. Thank you to everyone who made them. She has another 35 or so at home. The 
children get to keep the pillowcases so it is an on-going cause. Lorna will continue to collect 
them as they come in. 

What a wonderful assortment of quilted masterpieces presented during the Parade of Comfort 
Quilts and Show and Share! So inspiring! 

The Draws!

Marie Hunter is the winner of the Comfort Quilt Draw. Ruth Messer is the winner of the Show 
and Share Draw. Suzanne Claveau is the winner of the Door Prize. 

Susan Taylor and Jane Maddin sold $163.00 worth of 50/50 tickets prior to the meeting. Ticket 
number 2179279 was drawn. It took a few minutes for Mary Gorman to realize that she had the 
winning ticket and went home with $81.50 in her pocket! 



After the break, Edith Steffens showed her wonderful old quilt collection. And we have a winner- 
the Viewers’ Choice winner of the Bag Challenge, with a whooping 19 votes, was Jane Maddin! 
But they were all delightful! Did you see the one with the pussy cats! 

Meeting adjourned. 



REMINDER – Updated Information for Joining the Mayflower Quilters Guild and for
Membership Renewals

The Executive of the Mayflower Quilters Guild has recently adopted the following updates for new
members joining the Guild,  as well  as the deadlines for annual  membership renewals  and other
pertinent factors pertaining to membership in the Guild. As a reminder for renewing members and as
general information for new members, the updates (in bold) are listed below: 

●   All guests are welcome to attend up to two Mayflower Quilters Guild meetings before making the
decision to join or not join the Guild.

● New members are welcome to join the Guild at any time during the year. 

● The Guild has 10 meetings each year and a full membership for both new and renewing regular
members is $30.00 per year.  Student membership (ID required) is $15.00 per year. Any new
members joining the Guild after January 31st will  be assessed a pro-rated membership fee of
$15.00 for the remaining portion of the year. 

 
● The deadline for existing members to renew their annual membership is November 30 th of each

year  in order for the member to be included on the circulated annual membership list.  Those
members not renewing by this date will be deactivated in the Guild database and removed from
the membership list. Members can still renew after November 30 th, but will not be included on the
circulated annual membership list that is prepared in December of each year. Please note that the
Guild’s new application/renewal form requires a member’s signature consenting to use of their
information in the annual membership list.

● The  annual  membership  fee  for  Associated  Guilds/Chapters  is  $35.00.  Associated
Guilds/Chapters  must  provide  a  current  membership  list  to  the  Membership  Director  of  the
Mayflower Quilters Guild by November 30 th each year (the lists are for record purposes and will
not be shared).

For more information or clarification regarding the above updated information, please contact Bruce
Taylor (Membership Director) directly at bwtaylor99@eastlink.ca  or by cell at 902-292-5036.

mailto:bwtaylor99@eastlkink.ca


MAYFLOWER QUILTERS GUILD RENEWAL FORM
(RENEWAL APPLICATIONS MUST BE RECEIVED BY: NOVEMBER 30  th    of each year)

FIRST NAME: _______________________ LAST NAME: _________________________

Renewal info the same as previous year

ADDRESS: ___________________________________________________________________

CITY/PROV: _________________________ POSTAL CODE: _______________________

STATE/ZIP: __________________________ PHONE: (____) ________________________

BEE: ____________________________ E-MAIL**:___________________________________

** All future correspondence and newsletters will be provided to members via e-mail.

Are you a member of another Guild? Please specify which: ______________________________
Note: the above information is intended to appear in the annual membership list distributed to all Mayflower Quilters 
Guild members – please confirm your acceptance of your information being distributed in this manner by affixing your 
signature to this form:  _______________________ 
                                                   Member signature

PLEASE COMPLETE EITHER SECTION “A”, “B”, or “C”

Cheques should be made payable to Mayflower Quilters Guild. Payment will be accepted at the September, October and 
November meetings or by mail to:         Membership Director

        Mayflower Quilters Guild
        PO Box 22068 Bayers Rd RPO
        Halifax, NS    B3L 4T7

SECTION “A” FOR RENEWALS/NEW MEMBERS (Annual Fee - $30.00)

I wish to join/renew my Membership in the Mayflower Quilters Guild ______  

SECTION “B” FOR ASSOCIATE GUILDS (Annual Fee - $35.00)

Name of Guild: ________________________________________________________________
(Guilds/Chapters must provide a current membership list to the Membership Director of Mayflower Quilters Guild by 
November 30th of each year). These lists are for record purposes and will not be shared.

SECTION “C” FOR STUDENT MEMBERS (Annual Fee - $15.00). Student ID required

I wish to join/renew my Membership in the Mayflower Quilters Guild ______  

*******************************
Would you consider serving/helping on any of the following Executive positions? (Please indicate which position)

President Library
Vice President Newsletter
Secretary Historian
Treasurer Correspondence
Membership Comfort Quilts
Program Retreat Committee

Suggestions for Workshops:_______________________________________________________
Suggestions for Program: ________________________________________________________
Any Other Ideas/Suggestions: ____________________________________________________
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