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Judy McKay & Helen Kirk

Superstore Sew
In Dates:

May:             8th & 22nd

June:            5th & 19th

Joseph Howe
Superstore, Halifax,

9:00am –2:00pm Cost:
$2.00 per person 

MEETING DATE:

Thursday, May 16th  
Dartmouth North

Community Center 
105 Highfield Park Dr.

Dartmouth

Additional parking on
the Pinecrest Drive side

of the community
center 

Reminder: 

The community center is a
SCENT FREE
environment.

Please be considerate of
others.
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Mayflower Quilters Guild

This will be the last President’s Message from the both of us! As our 
presidency draws to a close, a few words of reflection. Our two years 
have passed quickly! We had several goals in mind when we started in 
our role. We hoped to encourage more member participation, to 
update the library and help get some workshop opportunities in place 
for members. Helen’s big plan was to clean out the storage cabinets! 
Lol

As time has passed we have worked with others to update the guild’s 
bylaws, organize a fund-raising yard sale and develop an Executive 
member handbook. Generally, we’ve gotten to know the Mayflower 
Quilters Guild and many of the members much better.
Remember your name tags! That has been Judy’s mantra. She 
believes that when you know people by their name everyone feels a 
better sense of belonging.

We hope that we have played a small part in continuing to support the 
Guild as a welcoming and fun group interested in learning about and 
carrying on quilting in all its dimensions. Thank you to the Executive 
for their support and guidance through our tenure and a great deal of 
thanks goes to you, the members. We have always felt supported in 
our endeavors.

We are looking forward to our “Past-President” role as Carole 
McCarville steps up as our new President. Jane Maddin (current Past-
President) has been a mentor to us and we hope to continue in her 
example. Carole has a great deal of experience in the quilting
world and in leadership roles. She is the current Executive Director of 
The Canadian Quilters Association and before moving to Nova Scotia, 
was active in quilt guild activities in PEI. We know that you will support
her as you have us!

Many thanks to one and all!

MAY 2019

http://ushistoryimages.com/



50/50 Volunteers:

April: Cherry Prole & 
Suzanne Claveau
May: Colette Dunn
June: 

REMINDERS!

~ Money for 50/50 
Tickets, $1ea, 5 for $3 or
8 for $5.
~ Name tag & library 
books
~ Your water bottle & 
snack 
~ Show & Share/Comfort 
Quilts
~ Food Bank Donations
~ Bravery Bead Bags 

You can't win a prize if
you don't have a name

tag!

Programs
Kathy Porter-Cunningham & Marilyn Montgomery

Blocks of the Month: Blue and Yellow Half Rectangle Triangles
We need 16 more right legged HRT's to complete one more column 
and one more row. See the picture of 6 right legged HRT's and also 
the picture of what the quilt looks like so far. Link to the tutorial: 
https://allikatquilts.blogspot.com/search/label/Half-Rectangle
%20Triangles

I Spy Jar Quilts: A few more of each size of jar blocks will make a 
nice sized child's quilt. See the picture of what we have received so 
far. Link to the tutorial:https://allikatquilts.blogspot.com/2019/02/i-
spy-jar-quilt.html

Featured Website - https://www.liveacolorfullife.net

Program: Bring in any bag patterns you wish to trade in for another
bag pattern. Next September there will be a Viewer's Choice Award 
for Quilted Bags. What's in your busy bag? Also, for Show and 
Share, please bring in old quilts you wish to show.

Retreat
Ann Carmichael

The registration for the Quilters Retreat held in September at Pictou
Lodge is open. The class lists will be made up on May 15. 

All applicants will be notified by email . The committee is planning 
the activities for the event and the newsletter, Loose Threads. 

Any inquiries about the Retreat contact Ann 
Carmichael ....annharrcarmichael@gmail.com. 

https://allikatquilts.blogspot.com/search/label/Half-Rectangle%20Triangles
https://allikatquilts.blogspot.com/search/label/Half-Rectangle%20Triangles
mailto:annharrcarmichael@gmail.com
https://www.liveacolorfullife.net/
https://allikatquilts.blogspot.com/2019/02/i-spy-jar-quilt.html
https://allikatquilts.blogspot.com/2019/02/i-spy-jar-quilt.html


Items of Interest:

Our website is changing!
http://mayflowerquilter

sguild.ca/ 

Do you have suggestions for
our website   Have you seen??

outdated information??
Please email any suggestions
or helpful information with the
subject line “Website Edit” to:

mayflowernewsletter@gmail.com

Be sure to follow us on
Twitter

@MayflowerQG 
Tag us on any tweets

you’d like to share with
the rest of the guild.

Kathy Porter-
Cunningham's blog:

allikatquilts.blogspot.ca 

Our newsletter will soon
be featured on or site as

well (edited version) 

Bruce & Susan Taylor's
Facebook:

www.facebook.com/tlcq
uiltstudio 

Barb Alexander of Bali
Fiber Tours:

www.balifibertours.meri
t.ca 

Sew With Vision:
Be sure to check them out at

their website and on
facebook for up coming

classes.

 
 

As our guild begins to close out 
another great year, I would like to
take this opportunity to thank 
everyone who has helped me with
workshops this past couple of 
years. It has been an awesome 
time and I have learned a lot of 
different quilting skills and 
techniques that will help me be a 
better quilter.

Our final workshop this year is 
Part 2 of One Block Wonder. I 
hope everyone who attended the 
first class has had an opportunity 
to make stacks of blocks. It will be
interesting to see the different 
designs that will be presented. 
Denise has kindly allowed me to 
share her design wall, with a pic 
of her progress. See you all next 
Saturday.

Workshops
Marie Hunter

Member Snapshots
Katherine Gagne

Featured Right:

Jane's “Quilting goes 
Viral” challenge goes to 
Ottawa.

Featured Left:

Karen and Claire working
in the library.

Have you done you re homework??'



Quilting Muse
Jane Maddin

I do lots of different crafts. I'm better at some of them than I am at others and I have been 
doing some of them for a long, long time. I have started doing a craft and, eventually, after I 
have done everything that I wanted to do in that craft, I STOP doing it. (Ceramics comes to 
mind... I made a lot of ceramics in the late 70s and early 80s and eventually, I just didn't need 
any more dishes.) (I do pottery now, and it is more therapy than craft, if you understand what I 
mean.) Tole painting, knitting, crocheting, cross stitch, needle point, embroidery, tatting, 
soapstone carving, acrylic painting, sketching, water colours, pen and ink, sewing, surging, dried
flower arranging (I think that happened three times; first, last and only!) Some of them I dabble
in, some of them I tried once or twice and some of them I have been doing for decades. And I 
was trying to figure out why some last and some don't.

So needless to say, now I'm going to write about one of those decade long love affairs with a 
craft. So, you might have guessed that the one I'm going to discuss is Quilting. (I have been 
knitting and crocheting for longer than I have been quilting, but I do those kinds of crafts 
sporadically. I often have a knitting project on the go while I have a quilting, or more than one 
quilting project, going too.) I have LOTS of quilts in my house. And I suspect that many of you 
do too. But I keep making them. 

I have discovered that I like colours. I like some combinations of colours – so much so that I 
think of them as 'my' colours. If you see a quilt that has blues and browns and beige's – those 
are my colours. I have a friend who loves blue and yellow quilts. I have another who makes lots 
of quilts in red and browns and I liked that so much that I made one for my Dad.

I like patterns – I find the quilts that are completely random don't speak to me like a quilt with a
pattern. I don't mind scrappy quilts, or quilts made with lots of different blocks – in fact, I love 
samplers and I'm starting to really love scrappy quilts. I mean, the quilts that are sort of 
irregular collections of rectangles of different sizes – I don't find myself drawn to those patterns 
(and I don't think I have any in my 'collection'.)

I love the textures of quilts. When I buy fabric, I love to feel it. I have only ever bought fabric in 
a shop – I can't imagine buying it unless I could feel it. I have bought fabric when I wasn't 
especially enamored with the colour, because I LOVED the way it felt. (I think it was a Christmas
fabric, sort of gold and brown with some red... It was 'okay', but I didn't have anything in mind 
to do with it at that moment – but, man, oh man, did it feel good!) So when I read lists about 
quilters and how odd we are because we pet fabric, I just nod happily and move on.

I like different kinds of batting. I LOVE cotton batting and have found a brand that I like to touch
the way I like to touch fabric. (Very tactile, quilting is for me!) and I love wool batting – for the 
loft. And I have even combined them in one wall hanging – talk about a puffy texture! Wowsers!

Quilting is instant gratification. Oh, it may take a while to finish an entire quilt, however, it 
doesn't take long before you have some part of it done. (If you are strip piecing bits, have you 
ever stopped strip piecing to JUST MAKE THAT FIRST BLOCK? I do that all the time! Then I go 
back to methodically and carefully making all the parts of the rest of the blocks.)

But I have discovered the BEST thing about quilts! The best thing about quilts is that you can 
NEVER make too many of them. Unlike ceramics, you can ALWAYS make another quilt. 
EVERYONE wants one... and they want traditional ones, modern ones, art quilts, wall hangings 
and bed quilts! So, just for the love of it, keep on quilting!



    

  SHOW AND SHARE QUILTS                
Name Description

Ruth Messer Lazy Daisy Day

Bernadine Amey

Kathy Porter-Cunningham 3 Bunny Wall Hangings
Heather Loney 2 art quilts, Peggy's Cove

Debbie Mordin

Claudia Spencer Wall Hanging & 2 Quilt Tops
Frances Perry Star Burst
Collette Dunn Cats in Windows log cabin
Vivian Warden Scrap Raffle Quilt
Mi Sook Song Sampler- Moon Light

Trip Around the World
Under the Sea

Fabric from Briar Hill & Striped 
Stars

COMFORT QUILTS
Name # Organization

Ruth Messer 1 Bryony House
Judy McKay 4 IWK
Helen Donaldson
Vivien Worden 1 Bryony House

Recipients Sep Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Total
Bryony House 4 5 3 5 4 2 23
IWK – Preemie 8 8 5 2 2 13 4 42
Victoria’s Quilts 5 5
Blankets of Love 0

Police Dept. 1 1 1 2 5
Quilts of Valour 0

Hospice 21 21
NS Hospital 1 1 2 4

Grand Total of Comfort Quilts Donated For 2018-2019  100

Amazing!

They look good enough to eat



Judy McKay called the meeting to order with 49 members in attendance.

The Minutes from the May 2017 AGM were circulated in the newsletter.
There was one error that had been reported by Katherine Gagne under the Treasurer’s Report. 
The date should be May 1, 2016 to April 30, 2017 (not 2018); and it should read ‘a balance of’ 
(not a surplus of) $5,738.43. With the aforementioned amendment, Patricia Thibault moved that
the minutes be accepted. Claudia Spence seconded that motion. All in favour. Motion carried.

Annual Reports
Please note that all reports presented are summarized below. Full reports are attached to the 
secretary’s copy of the minutes and are available to anyone who wishes to read them.

Treasurer’s Report - Katherine Gagne

Monthly Treasurer’s Report
Balance at the end of March 2018 $5261.10
Expenses for April 2018 $242.33
Income for April 2018 $90.99
Balance as of end of April 2018 $5109.76

Treasurer’s Report May 1, 2017 to April 30, 2018
Income for the year $4,764.06 ($2800 memberships; $1330 workshop fees; $580 50/50 draws)
Expenses for the year $4,698.71 leaving us with a credit of $65.35.

Proposed Budget May 1, 2018 to April 30, 2019
Katherine presented the proposed budget for 2018-2019 with a revenue of
$4800.00 for the year. The expenses are budgeted to be $4800.00 with no
projected deficit/credit at year end.

Motion: Katherine Gagne moved the adoption of all three reports. Davida MacKay seconded that
motion. All in favour. Motion carried.

President’s Report - presented by Helen Kirk

The first year of their two year term has come to a close and our Co-Presidents, Judy Mckay and
Helen Kirk have been busy. It is a different experience to have Co-Presidents and they have 
been busy. They have worked together with the executive "to update our by-laws and the 
library, to document how the guild is governed by producing a handbook including executive 
members’ roles and responsibilities and Guild policies." ... "new ideas and items being posted in 
the Newsletter, the use of the Mayflower Facebook page, planning is underway for a different 
Quilt Show and Sale experience, pop-up fabric sales at meetings and the list goes on. During the
last year we have had a number of new members join us and some long-time friends and 
members pass away." Helen, on behalf of herself and Judy, went on to thank the members of 
the executive individually for all their hard work and fellowship. They are looking "forward to the 
upcoming Quilt Show and Sale and plan to incorporate a number of the great suggestions put 
forward by the membership in recent survey.’

Committee Reports

Program - Kathy Porter-Cunningham and Cheryl Borden - presented by Kathy

Meeting Minutes:
Annual General Meeting May 17th 2018



There was a wide range of special teachers and speakers this year: Sherida Giddings Trunk 
Show in September; Heather Loney’s Colour Theory Presentation in October; Sandy Adam’s talk 
on Victoria Quilts Canada in November; Cheryl Borden’s Rag Quilt demo in March; Kate Ward 
from NSCAD in April; and Susan Taylor’s talk on how to prepare your quilts for machine quilting 
in May. The Canada 150 Quilt was finished and presented to Camp Hill Veterans Memorial 
Hospital. Our dessert party was in December with a Mug Rug challenge. There were games and 
prizes and a money tree for the food bank.

There was a Seat Sale in January and in February five stations were set up and members 
demonstrated various binding and border techniques. Show and Share is always inspiring. Thank
you to everyone who has made comfort quilts and bravery bead bags for donation. There was a 
Sew-in at Atlantic Fabrics and all the donated Rail Fence strips sets and Snowball blocks were
made into at least 10 comfort quilts. The mystery quilt is the ‘Cat’s Meow’! Looking forward to 
seeing the finished quilts in September. Thank you for all the great ideas and work is already
underway for the new year. Thank you to Cheryl, who will be retiring from her position, for all 
her work.

Membership - Bruce Taylor

6 Chapters; 1 Founding Member; 108 General Members of which 10 are new; 11 Honorary 
Members; 21 Life Members of which 1 is new; 2 Public Relations for a total membership of 149.

Library - Karen Maley and Suzanne Claveau - presented by Karen

Due to staff changes and renovations, our book lockers and books have been moved and the 
library is in a general state of disarray. And this lead to a review of the library. There are many 
books that are dated, duplicates and not being borrowed. There is no room for newer books or 
magazines. So the library is getting a face lift. Books that are duplicates, old and not used are
being removed and sold to raise money; offered as prizes; or otherwise dealt with in an 
appropriate fashion. By doing this we hope to solve our storage issues, minimize the disruption 
that may be caused by further renovations; and make the library more user friendly. We will 
then be in a better position to update the library with newer titles.

Superstore - Karen Maley

Bi-weekly meetings had been scheduled at the Joseph Howe Superstore and the attendance has 
been great. Hand work, machine work and charity projects have been on-going. There is always 
time for an impromptu tutorial, advice and support among those attending. A fee of $3.00 is 
charged per attendee to cover the room rental, birthday cakes and other treats. Motion: Johanna
Alford moved to adopt the Committee Reports, seconded by Denise Hunter. All in favour. Motion 
carried.

The following reports have been attached to the secretary’s copy of the minutes, however they 
were not presented at the AGM. They are available if you wish to read the full reports.

Workshops - Marie Hunter

Five successful workshops were held this year at the South End Baptist Church in Dartmouth. 
Fifteen attended the Sherida Giddings "One Leaf" workshop on September 16th. Twelve enjoyed 
the workshop on ‘Machine Applique" taught by Kathy Higgins on October 21. There were 17 
attendees at the ‘Open Sew" on November 18th. Jane Maddin taught ‘Beginner Machine Quilting’
to 14 members on March 24. And finally, Susan Taylor taught 12 people how to make the ‘Circle 
Purse’ on April 21.



Quilters Retreat - Ann Carmichael

The 16th Quilters Retreat was held in September, 2017 at the Pictou Lodge for 32 participants 
who enjoyed the 3 day classes with either Sherida Giddings from Ottawa or with Faye Brown 
from Avonport, or participated in the Independent Study option. Ann thanks Meredith Annett and
all the volunteers that make the Quilters Retreat a success.

By-Law Committee Report - Committee members include Jane Maddin, Davida Mackay, Helen
Kirk, Katherine Gagne and Judy McKay.

This report covers the reasons for the Committee Formation; the History of the guilds 
registration as a non-profit society with the Nova Scotia Registry of Joint Stock Companies since 
1983 and the various amendments to the by-laws that have been done over the years; Actions 
taken after the executive had been informed that our by-laws had not in fact been updated over 
the years, even with the amendments that were made; and the Committee Activity that
followed to update the by-laws, leading up to the motion to adopt the By-law Resolution to be 
presented at the 2018 AGM.

Proposed By-Law Resolution - Jane Maddin

Jane read the Resolution: to update the MQG By-laws in order to comply with the provincial 
Registry of Joint Stock Companies requirements. The Resolution that was read has been 
attached to the Secretary’s copy of the AGM Minutes. Also attached is the Memorandum of 
Association and the updated By-Laws of the Mayflower Quilters Guild. Motion: Jane Maddin 
moved to adopt the Resolution, seconded by Claudia Spence. All in favour. Motion Carried.

Thank you! The membership applauded the By-Law Committee for all the hard work they have 
done to bring this process to this stage.

Nomination for Executive 2018-2019

Volunteers/nominations were requested for the following positions:
Co-Program Coordinator - Kathy Porter Cunningham nominated Marilyn Montgomery and she 
accepted the nomination.

Workshop co-chair to assist Marie Hunter - no one volunteered, no nominations.

The remaining Executive have agreed to continue to carry on in their positions to complete their 
terms.
Executive 2018 - 2019
Co-Presidents - Judy McKay and Helen Kirk
Past President - Jane Maddin
Vice-President - Carole McCarville
Treasurer - Katherine Gagne
Secretary - Margaret Biggs-Melanson
Membership - Bruce Taylor
Librarians - Karen Maley and Suzanne Claveau
Program Chairs - Kathy Porter-Cunningham and Marilyn Montgomery
Workshop Coordinator - Marie Hunter
Correspondence Secretary - Sue Taylor
Communications - Lorna D’Orsay
Newsletter & Website - Denise Hunter



Archivist & Retreat Committee Chair - Ann Carmichael

Motion: Ruth Messer moved for the adoption of the current list of officers. Debbie Laviolette 
seconded that motion. All in favour. Motion carried.

Old Business
June Dinner, June 7, 6 p.m. - Jane Maddin
An official invitation has been sent out via email. Bring your place settings, placemats, yummy 
dishes. No Nuts!!! No Show and Share. No library. Door Prizes!!!

Scott Manor House - August 6 to 12. Entry forms are ready. Details in newsletter. Questions - 
please contact Vivian Worden or Patricia Thibault.

Quilt Show and Sale - Carol McCarville
There was only one entry in the ‘Name that Show’ contest. Jane Maddin was the winner!! Her 
suggestion was ‘A Day of Quilty Pleasure’ which sparked the imagination and there was bit of a 
giggle!! So the name has been tweaked just a bit. The name of the Quilt Show and Sale will be 
‘A Day of Quilty Treasures’. Plans are progressing nicely and the membership will be kept
advised via email by Lorna, as they become available.

New Business
Survey Results - there were 53 surveys completed and there were lots of good suggestions and 
ideas and efforts will be made to incorporate as many as possible. To start with, we plan to work
on towards having shorter business meetings and perhaps an slightly earlier start time.

Donations of quilting items have been made to the Guild from Marie Hayward’s estate. The fabric
scraps on the back table at the AGM were from her collection. There is still much to be sorted 
through and Judy McKay plans to have a yard sale of the remaining items. You will be advised 
via email the time of the sale. The money earned will be used towards Guild projects.

Library Book Sale and Challenge
Books were bundled into mystery gift wrapped packages and were sold for $5.00 a package. 
Anyone who purchased a bundle, are challenged to pick a pattern from one of the books they 
received. Bring that finished item, along with the pattern to the September meeting. There will 
be a Viewer’s Choice award. As always, we were inspired by the Show and Share and the 
Comfort Quilt Parade. 

Carol Munro was the winner of the Comfort Quilt Draw. 
The Show and Share Prize went to Jane Maddin. 
Lorna D’Orsay won the Door Prize Draw.

50/50 Draw
Thank you to Barb Bennett and Janet McNairn who looked after selling the tickets. The lucky 
winner was Kathy Higgins. Many seem to prefer the lovely bag made by Katherine Gagne but I 
am sure Kathy will find something ‘quilty’ on which to spend her $80.50 winnings.

Program - Kathy Porter Cunningham
Part 3 of the Mystery Quilt ‘Cat’s Meow’ was revealed. If you are participating, please finish your 
quilt in time for the big reveal at the September meeting. Prizes!!! And Susan Taylor spoke to us
about how to prepare your quilt for Long Arm Quilting.
The Next AGM will be on Thursday, May 16, 2019 starting at 7:30 p.m.

Meeting adjourned.



To contact us - Please direct all corrispondance to our mayflower email and our 
corrisponcance director will ensure it is forwarded to the correct member of our excutive. 
mayflowerquiltersguild@gmail.com 
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